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A Gnat on a Pillow

"In the Midst of Thee" - volumes 1 & 2 contain 200 favorite Glenn Rawson Stories - at www.historyofthesaints.org and at participating bookstores.


On a recent Saturday morning I woke up slowly.  The morning light was streaming through the window.  I opened my eyes, and there was a gnat only a fraction of an inch from my face.  He was so close to the end of my nose, but so small, that I could barely see him.  He was there only for a fraction of a second, and then he was gone!  Now, I don’t know what but – most people don’t even think at that time of the morning, but for some reason my brain kicked into gear.


“That’s me,” I thought to myself.  “That’s how I feel – like that gnat – so insignificant.  I’m nothing!  I’m here one minute, and then I’m gone forever the next. 

And what will I leave behind that someone will know that I was ever here?  Will this world even know or care that Glenn Rawson existed?”


Well, that was [those were] my thoughts.  I thought about that gnat all day long, and it hammered on my mind.  I don’t want to live and die a gnat!  Now I believe I’m not the only child of the Almighty who feels this way.


Moses had been a Prince of Egypt, mighty in power in the court of Pharaoh.  He gave it up.  He fled into the wilderness of Sinai, and he became a shepherd.  And then one day the Lord called Moses up into the Mountain, and while the glory of God was upon him, Moses spoke with God face to face.


“… I have a work for thee, Moses, my son;” the Father said, “and thou art in the similitude of mine Only Begotten, …”  (Moses 1:6).


He then showed Moses great visions, which caused him to marvel and to wonder. Such things as he had never imagined, Moses saw!  When the Lord withdrew from Moses, he fell to the earth and for many hours had not enough strength to even stand up.


In this exhausted state Moses reflected to himself, “… Now, for this cause I know that man is nothing, which thing I never had supposed.”  (Moses 1:10).


And there is the burning question, my friends:  Is man “nothing” or is he a child of God and “a little lower than the angels”?  (Hebrews 2:6-7; Psalms 8:4-5)  Is he less than the dust of the earth or more precious than fine gold?  Which is it?!


The answer:  We are both.


To God, we are his children of infinite worth, and precious in his sight. But before God and His power, might, majesty, and glory, we are nothing in comparison.  In our fallen state we are worthless.  (Mosiah 4:5).


All of us are indeed as gnats – until we recognize our fallen mortal condition, and our everlasting dependence upon the Almighty.  When Moses the Shepherd came to this knowledge, he became Moses the Great Deliverer.  All of us would do well to wake up as did Moses, and know where we stand before the Almighty.  [In the words of Neal A. Maxwell] for “… we do not stand …!  We kneel!” (“O, Divine Redeemer,” Ensign, November 1981) 
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