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I Need Thee Every Hour

"In the Midst of Thee" - volumes 1 & 2 contain 200 favorite Glenn Rawson Stories - at www.historyofthesaints.org and at participating bookstores.


Standing outside my office window – in fact filling my office window is a large tree.  I’ve watched that tree now for many years.  And as strange as it may sound, that tree has come to be something of a friend and teacher to me.  From the upward bend of its branches and the upright firmness of its trunk, it seems to never stop reaching for the light of the sun, the source of its very survival.


From the comfort of my office, I have watched it nakedly endure the freezing cold of winter, and in full bloom the blistering heat of summer.  I’ve sat and watched as powerful winds stripped off its leaves, broken its branches, and threatened to knock it down.  Still, after all these years, and all that tree has endured, its stance is taller, stouter, and more firm.  There is never a moment when that tree is not struggling for its survival.  Its reaching and its need are constant.


Now, there is a hymn that’s a favorite of mine.  I’d like to share it with you.  It’s called “I Need Thee Every Hour.”


“I need thee every hour most gracious Lord.  No tender voice like thine can peace afford.”  There is no peace in this life without the Savior.


Second verse:  “I need thee every hour; stay thou nearby.  Temptations lose their power when thou art nigh.”  The closer we are to the Savior, the less tempting are our temptations.


Third verse:  “I need thee every in joy or pain.  Come quickly and abide, or life is vain.”  There is never a moment when we will stand independent of Him until that day when we are crowned by Him.”


Fourth verse:  “I need thee every hour, most Holy One.  Oh make me thine indeed, thou Blessed Son.”  In other words, save me, Lord, and all that are mine.


Thank you for letting me share this time with you, and have a Happy Thanksgiving.

Glenn Rawson – November 1967

Music:  Merrill Jensen

Song:  Kenneth Cope – I Need Thee Every Hour
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